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shows that it depends upon an activity more fundamental
than itself. And Kant's work when it is purely critical is an
effort to show the limitation under which the intelligence,
he held, must necessarily labour.
Such we may believe was the essence of Kant's doctrine in
the Critique of Pure Reason, and we may resonably regard it
as the source of Coleridge's reflections on the imagination.
Following Kant, he believed that the imagination is creative in
ordinary perception; for it is primarily due to its activity that
what is given as sensation is synthesized together into wholes,
so that we become aware of objects interacting and thereby
themselves unified into larger wholes. And it is because the
imagination in its prehension of the world dissolves the compara-
tive confusion of sense impressions and effects a synthesis,
that it may be called, at this "primary" level, creative. Kant in
certain parts of his work, and probably Coleridge too, believed
that the imagination literally created nature, that is to say, that
but for the mind there would be no ordered world in existence.
But this doctrine is not necessary in order to see that the
imagination as it operates in perception is creative. Nor was it
essential to the most important thesis in Kant's book. When
it is said that the primary imagination is creative, all that need
be implied is that the world as we know it is not given to passive
and merely receptive mind, but implies construction from, and
interpretation of, given data.1 As such the imagination is
common to everybody; it operates in everyone however unaware
of it. It operates unconsciously to bring to our knowledge a
world of things and persons in which we may carry on the
practical business of life. All our perception of people and
things and their reactions one on the other is imaginative
in this fundamental sense. For every thing, creature, and
person we know, we know as a whole, as an individual thing,
and as such in relation to others, and to larger wholes.
1 On this point, however, see later, p. 60 and footnote.